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BOOK REVIEWS 6 1 

American Railroad Rates. By Walter Chadwick Noyes, 

A Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in Connecticut, 

President of New London Northern Railway Company. 

Author of " The Law of Intercorporate Relations." Pp. 277. 

Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1905. 

In a comparatively small space Mr. Noyes presents the 
subject of American freight rates under the following heads: 
Underlying Principles, Limitation of Rates, Making Rates, 
Classification and Tariffs, Discrimination, Competition and 
Combination, Movement and Comparison of Rates, State and 
Federal Regulation. 

As pointed out in the preface, the discussion has been limited 
to the freight traffic, in order to avoid confusion, the freight 
traffic far exceeding the passenger traffic " in volume, com- 
plexity — and importance. The fundamental principles, how- 
ever, governing rates and fares being the same." 

The last chapter of the volume, dealing with federal regula- 
tion is peculiarly interesting at the present time. The author 
points out the defects of the present system, shows wherein 
the Esch-Townsend bill would be unconstitutional, and 
develops his own plan of federal regulation, in which the 
courts would take the initial step in declaring a charge unreas- 
onable, their action to be supplemented by that of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, fixing a new rate. By this plan 
the author seeks to avoid the difficulty of allowing the same 
tribunal to exercise both the judicial and legislative function, 
which seems to be one of the principal objections to the con- 
stitutionality of the Esch-Townsend bill. 

The volume can hardly be described as being of a highly 
technical nature but presents the subject in a manner suitable 
to the requirements of the general i-eader who wishes to obtain 
accurate and condensed information upon this important and 
pressing problem. E. P. S. 



NOTES ON RECENT LEADING ARTICLES IN LEGAL PERI- 
ODICALS. 

American Law Review. — November-December. 

Development of International Law. Edwin Maxcy. This second 
paper of the series gives us the development of the law from Grotius 
to American Independence. The work of Grotius receives a short 
analysis, as does that of Puffendorf, Zouch, Jenkins, Bynkershoek, 
Leibnitz, and Wolf. 

Preparation for the Bar. Lawrence Maxwell. This is an address 
which was given by Mr. Maxwell at Narragansett Pier, to the section 
of legal education of the American Bar Association, last summer. The 
recommendations are : " First, education ; second, education ; and 



